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On the radical Letters of the 5 Pelaſgians and their | 


derivatives. By Thomas Aſtle, Eq. 


KNOWLEDGE of the radical letters of any language, 
N is the ſureſt means of obtaining information reſpecting 
the ſounds of which ſuch language was compoſed, and of the 


ſtate of it when theſe radical letters only were uſed, This will 


| beſt enable us to recover thoſe which have been for many ages 
ſo intirely neglected as to be in a manner effaced, The utility 
which reſults from a diſtinction of the radical letters of ſuch 
languages from their derivatives is too obvious to need any il - 
luſtration ; the ſeparation of the one from the other, will affiſt 
in forming a right judgment of the age and authenticity of 
coins, inſcriptions, and other ancient documents, and will be of 
the greateſt uſe in diſtinguiſhing ſuch as are genuine from thoſe 
which are ſpurious, The Pelaſgian language and letters had 
been ſo intirely negleQed and diſuſed for ſo long a period of 
time before the reſtoration of ſcience in the fifteenth century, 
that they were in a manner as much unknown as if they had 
never exiſted, although they had been uſed in all the extenſive 
countries ſettled by the Pelaſgi and their deſcendents, as well 
in Aſia as in Europe, who for many ages wrote from right to 
left, till their alphabet was improved by the Ionians, who re- 
verſing their letters, wrote from left to right, and in procels of 
time their method of writing was univerſally adopted 1 in Eu- 
rope, and in ſome parts of Aſia. 


: A 2 Ah a 


4 Mr. As TELE on the raditar Leiter. of the Pelaſgians. 

I concxive I have elſewhere proved, that the Pelaſgi de 
rived their letters from: the Phenicians, and that theſe Pelaſgi- 
were of Phenician original [a].. They were certainly the moſt an- 


cient inhabitants of Greece of whom we have any account. 
The - Phenician Pelaſgi ſettled colonies in ſeveral iſlands of the 
Ægean ſea, as Samothrace, Lemmos, Imbrus, and Seyros. They 
alſo ſpread themſelves, not only on the maritime, but in the in- 
land parts of Greece, in Attica, Theſfaly, all the old Hellas, Ar- 

ö golis, and all over the Peloponneſe; and ſeveral colonies of them 
particularly from Lydia, Lemnos,. Imbros, Theflaly, and Arca- 
dia, ſettled in different parts of Italy, aud poſſeffed. themſelves of 
the greateſt part of that country, whete bf courſe they carried- 
their . and letters. 

Sor xs Pol IHIs TOR relates, that the Greek colonies whe 
| ſettled in Italy were Aborigines, Aurunci, Pelaggi, Arcades, 
Sculi; and Pliny ſays [SI, they were Aboriginas, Pelaſgi, Ar- 
1 5 cader, Siculi, Aurunci, Rutuli, Ofci, 7 olſei, and Auſones.. All 
. ttſheſe coloniſts wrote in the Pelaſgian manner, from right to 
left, till the reign of Tarquinius-Priſcus, the fifth king of the- 
Nena who began to reign five hundred and ſixty- five years 
before Chriſt; though the Samnites continued to write in the 
ancient manner ſo late as two hundred and thirty years before 
the Chriſtian æra, as appears by their coins and inſcriptions. 
The Pelaſgi who ſettled in Etruria were called Etruſcans; the 
monuments diſcovered in that country, as alſo in Umbria, and 
in the other parts of Italy ſettled by the early colonies of the 
Pelaſgi, afford us the beſt information Es, the Pelafgian 
language and characters. 
| Tus five tables diſcovered at Eugubium, a city of Umbria, 
Ee) in the year 1456, are of very high antiquity; and father Gori, 


[a] Origin and Progreſs of Writing, chap. i iy. p. 51, & ſeq. 


150 Hiſt, Nat. lib. iii. cap. 5. 4 
with 


Ca gan. 


Mr. AsTLE on the radical Letters of the Pelaſgians. f 
with great ftrength of argument, labours to prove, that they 
were written two centuries before the Trojan war. However, 
they are certainly written in the Pelaſgian language, and in 
characters ſimilar to thoſe found on ſeveral Etruſcan monuments 
preſerved by Dempfter, Gori, Paſſer, and others [e]. 

Tu alphabet which the Pelaſgi firſt brought into Italy. und 
which has been called their original alphabet, was probably 
carried out of Phenicia before the Phenicians themſelves had 
augmented the number of radical letters, of which it was ori- 
ginally compoſed. This alphabet conſiſted of thirteen letters ac- 
cording to Dr. Swinton; but, according to father Gori, Who 


appears to have been better informed, the original alphabet con- 


ſiſted only of twelve letters. As theſe authors differ materially 
it may be proper to give both alphab2ts. - 


According to Dr. Swinton. Atcarding t to Father Gott. 
es 7 A 4 
| F. 8 4 BZ 
„ 13 1 
H. a h M. 0 x 
#- 11 
„ Xx M * 
Mm 13 
A . x ; 
1 7 . 
q'r 1 
3 8/4. r 
T' x 


[e Two other tables were found at the ſame time, minen in Roman leiten 
but . do not warte to the preſent ſubject. 


FarhzER. 
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Farurr Gori tells us, that the Hræ was afterwards added; 
and he alſo ſhews that the double and aſpirated letters &, E, @ 
and X, Were admitted among the Jater Etruſcans, The double 
letters were not originally members of the Pelaſgian alphabet: 
though, as they appear on Etruſcan monuments, we may con- 
clude they exiſted before the time of Palamedes, who is ſaid to 
have invented them about twenty years before the taking of 
Troy, or 1164 years before Chriſt, 

From the above alphabets we diſcover, that the Pelaſgi had 
too few original letters to expreſs diſtinctly the ſeveral ſounds of 
their language; they were therefore under the neceflity of an- 
nexing ſeveral ſounds to one and the ſame letter; but, as they 
improved their language, they as well as the Greeks, added other 
characters, ſignificant of the ſounds thereof. 

Tus letters F, A, Z, H, O, T, or Q, were not originally! in the 
Pelaſgian alphabet; neither are the letters T, A, Z, O, nor the g, 
or any of the double letters to be found on the Eugubian ta- 
bles [d], nor on the ſtone in the Oſcan language, ſome years 
ſince diſcovered at Abella [e], which is evidently of much later 
date than the Eugubian tables. It is true, that a character in 
form ſimilar to the T (thus V) had then obtained a place in the 
Oſcan alphabet, in which it had ſometimes the power of the 
Folic digamma, or the V conſonant, and occaſionally that of 
the O, if we may credit Gebelin. 

THe B had not obtained its proper form when the Eugubian 
tables were written, nor doth it occur in the Sigean inſcription. 
Its ſound ſeems to have been conveyed by the x, J, or the ZEolic 


[4] A letter like the Ionic theta & is found on theſe tables, but it has the 
power of the aſpirate H. | | 

le] A city of Campania near Nola in [taly, and publiſned at Rome in 1774, 
with notes by J. B. Paſſer. See more concerning chis inſcription in Gebelin's 
| Monde FO, vol. IV. p. 216, K | | 


1 digamma; 


cient number of letters for the notation of their language. A cha- 


E 


Mr. AsTLE on the radical Letters of the Pelaſgians, =— 
di gamma; but it afterwards obtained the ſound of the augmented 


* 


Ih its parent character (FJ. 
Tux r is the K diminiſhed, and was formerly repreſented by 
the half of that character thus |, as appears on a bronze lately 
found in Calabria, which is ſuppoſed' to have been made five 
hundred years before Chriſt [g]. I find that the F was frequent- 
ly ſupplied by the K in ancient documents, particularly in the 
Sigean inſcription where AMV@ or EVKE is written for Ze. 
This inſcription is in the olic dialect and was written in the- 


five hundred and ninety- fourth year before Chriſt. 


Tux A is derived from the T, which ſupplied its place till the 


former character was admitted into the Greek alphabet, as ap- 


pears by the Oſcan inſcription abovementioned, and by other 
ancient documents. | 

Ix times of very remote antiquity the Greeks had n not a ſuffi. 
rafter ſomewhat like the A ſeems to have ſupplied the place of 
the Z. On a medal ſtruck at Zancle (now Meſſina), about the 
28th Olympiad, it is written AANKAE ; and the ſame character 
is obſervable on the ſhield of Anaxidamus, the ſon of Zeuxi- 


damus, which is nearly of the ſame date, and is written thus 


AETKEIAAMO. The character like the A was ſometimes - 
converted into the 53 for the ancient Greeks ſometimes wrote 
PETKZIAAMoz and PANE AE. This ſhews the uncertainty of 
writing before the ancient Greeks had poliſhed their lan- 


guage [)]. although I find that the Z and the A united ſome-- 


1 7 Mr. Chiſhull ſuppoſes, that the 1 was 1 B diminiſhed, whereas the lat- 


ter 18 the II augmented. 
[2] This Bronze is preſerved in the Borgian Muſeum at Velletria, and was com- - 


municated to me by the learned S. Borgia, Sec. Congreg. de propaganda Fide &c. 


[+] See D'Hancarville's Recherches ſur l'origine, Veſprit, et les ran hgh 


arts de la Grece, Vol II. plate XXI. London 1785, 4to.. 


times 
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times ſupplied the place of the Z, yet I conceive this letter to 
be only the T augmented; for in early times its ſound was con- 
veyed by EL, though ſome have deduced it from the Phenieian 
Zain: but this character was not uſed by the Pelaſgi. The zeta. 
in its preſent form doth not appear in the Marmor Sandiwicenſe, 
which was written at the end of the 161ſt Olympiad, or three 
hundred and forty-four years before Chriſt, nor in ſeveral of 
the ancient inſcriptions preſerved by Chiſhull, who ſays that its 
aucient form was thus N [4]. 
TE E, H or E long, ſounded as an e is ſaid to have 
been introduced into the Greek alphabet by Simonides; but it 
appears, by the Eugubian tables, and other ancient monuments, 
that it was admitted before his time. The literati have diſputed 
whether the H ſhould be admitted as a letter, or be eſteemed: 
only as a mere ſign, or note of aſpiration. Varro, and many 
who have followed him, confider it only as an afpirate. It is 
certainly of high antiquity, for we find it in the ancient Pheni- 
cian and Hebrew alphabets. Plato in his Cratylus truly ſays, 
that the Athenians anciently wrote E and not H: his words 
are Oy yee H expwpeba, eMac E To wN; Gough it is certain 
that this character had different powers [7]. 

Tnx Pelaſgian xg or F, was undoubtedly derived n the Phe- 
nician Yau, and was at firſt ſupplied by the V, and when it was 
uſed as an aſpirate, it was inverted thus &, I conceive it to be 
the parent of the Greek o, becauſe it is found on the coins of 
the Baſtuli who were Phenicians, on the Eugubian tables, and 
on the moſt ancient Etruſcan monuments, long before the 
Greek ꝙ was uſed. Theſe teſtimonies might induce Dr. Swin- 
ton to conſider the yy or F as one of the original characters of 
the primitive Etruſcan alphabet; but . Gori does not allow 


[4] See Antiquitates Aſiaticæ, p. 50. 68. 98. 
f:] See Antiquitates a p. 20. 
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it to be ſuch, and this letter was pronounced like the V, a pa- 
latial aſpirate [A]. The uſe of it as a labial aſpirate or © was of 
a later period, and the mode of pronouncing it with the lips and 
teeth, as now practiſed, is of a till later age. | 
Tux T is derived from the Phenician Yau, ſounded. as the 
vowel U. It was introduced to ſoften the harſhneſs of the V 
conſonant; and afterwards the Greeks rendered it by the diph- 
thong ov. The O is ſaid to have been included in the T, but 
although this laſt character might convey the found, yet I find 
the former was introduced into the Phenician alphabet long 
before the T, uſed as a vowel, appeared in its preſent form. 
Ix is in both the Sigean inſeriptions, and in the old cup 
mentioned by Achæus in Athenæus, on which was inſetibed 
Alox rz O. In this word the I is diſtinguiſhed from it, and here 
the laſt O is pronounced like ov, as Athenæus and others aſſure 
us from the beſt authorities [I]: but notwithſtanding, this, the 
letter O deth not appear in the Eugubian tables, nor in the pri 
mary Pelaſgian alphabet; and if it was not derived from the 
Phenician vau, when ſounded as a vowel, I am at a loſs to ac- 
count from what radin it is deſcended; In ſome of the old Phe- 
nician alphabets, its form is that of the U vowel; and when it 
_ was firſt admitted into the Etruſcan alphabet, it was ſometimes 
like the inverted; Y thus I, but more generally like the inverted 
y thus &; however it is certain, that the ſound of the long O 
exiſted before the addition of the mark Q to the Attie alphabet, 
which before was compoſed of two omikrons: thus O O. 
Tux different; powers of Homer's O are proved by Dr. Tay- - 
lor to be three; namely, O, Q, and ou L], though I much 


LI] See Chiſhull's Antiquitates Afiatica, p- 17. n. 31. and p. 19. 
L Jackſon's Chronological Antiq. vol. III. p. 166 et ſeq. | 
[n] See Dr. Taylor's RO" of Civil Law, p. 553, $54» and $55» and 
Chiſhull ut ſupra, | 

B | „„ 
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da whether" theſe three different characters exiſted in the 


Greek alphabet ſo early as the days of Homer, ' becauſe Prono- 


pides his maſter, and alſo Orpheus and Thymætes of Lacedae- 


mon, who were nearly his e uſed the 88 
characters [n]. 

Tux Pelaſgian) when guttural or hard had the power of K, 
when ſoft, that of the Z. We find that this character, like the 
Roman C, with a reverſed aſpect, had the power of E near one 
thouſand years before the Chriſtian æra [o], and perhaps this au- 


cient Pelalgian character was the parent of the more modern £ 


of the Greeks, although the early coloniſts who ſettled in Italy 


| wrote the 2 as in the alphabet above given, which was conti- 
nued by the Romans, and is ſtill in uſe with a reverſed aſpect. 


ISsHAIL now ſpeak of the aſpirated and double letters, name- 
ly , E, o, x, and Y, which appear on the later Pelaſgian and 
Etruſcan monuments. The e is the T aſpirated, the and the 


EX are ſaid to have been added by Palamedes. They are found 


on ſome very ancient coins, and in ancient inſcriptions. The 


former of theſe letters was ſupplied by the junction of the K 


with the L, and the latter is the Phenician G H, which the 
Etruſcans ſoftened into C H, as will hereafter appear. 


Pnku ars the K of the Eugubian inſcriptions may be reckoned 
among the double letters, as its figure is evidently compoſed of 
two diſtinct parts thus A, which ſeems to have been origi- 
nally two diſtinct elements. The one is the Jota, and the other 
the olie gamma the parent of the Roman C, and was probably 


pronounced CH, like the C of the modern Italians, We find 


[u) Recherches ſur Origine bs des Arts de la Cries par Mr. DHancarvll, 
vol. II. p. 320. 
[0] Origin and Progreſs of Writiog, pl. II. p. 66. D'Hancarville ut ſupra, 
p. 202, 206. 242. 247. n. 100. | 
this 
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TY 1 


the Oſcan language abovementioned. .. 
Tux derivative letters were introliced into the Pelz 


5 ps 


I Wo x 


and Greek alphabets at different periods of time. As thoſe peo "ne 
ple poliſhed their language, they added new letters or marks for 


the better and more harmonious conveying the ſounds thereof. 
Several of them muſt have been introduced long before the prac- 


tice of 1 from leſt to right was generally adopted, becauſe 
un 


they are found on many Phenician and Pelaſgian coins and in- 


. which are written from the right hand, from whence 


they have been inſerted into the alphabets of thoſe nations, pub- 
liſhed by ſeveral diplomatic writers [p]. The Athenians wrote 
from the right hand, near three centuries and a half after the 
building of Rome. The deſcendents of the ancient Pelaſgi, and 
particularly the Samnites, continued to write in this manner till 


the ſixth century after the building of Rome, or till about two 


hundred and thirty years before Chriſt, and the Oſci ſtill la- 


ter Ig], although the Ionians had practiſed the preſent mode of 


writing as early as the third century after the building of Rome. 
Ir has been already obſerved, that the Eugubian tables have 


not the letters T, A, Z, o, Y, or Q, nor the letters @, E, o, X, 


or Y; whence we may conclude, that they were unknown to 
the Umbrians when theſe tables were written, 

Tux famous Amyclean inſcription, which is ſaid to have been 
written one hundred and fixty years before the ſiege of Troy, 
and one thouſand three hundred and forty-four before the 
Chriſtian æra, hath not the Q, but hath two OO to ſupply the 


place of that character, though another inſcri iption of about eight 


hundred years before Chriſt hath the . 


[o] See Nouveau traité Fa Diplomatique, Nr I. plate VII. p. 654. and the 
Origin and Progreſs of Writing, p. 64. 8 
(2 See Monſieur Gebelin, vol. VI. ut ſupra. 5 
B 2 THE 


this character ſignifying CH, in the inſcription 0 05 the tone i in 1 5 
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Tu Z is not in that inſcription. "Ti 5 ſupplied by 2 K 40 


i the L, as EKAAITIAKEA for Era, rage, anien agrees with the 
orthography on the ſhield of Anaxidamus abovernettidned, but 


in the Borgian inſcription the Eis repreſented thus 1. 


Tuz X is not found in the Amyclean and ſome other very 
ancient inſeriptions; the is ſubſtituted for it, as KAAIMA K OE 
for Kanpaxos, though in the Borgian inſcription and on ſome 


Etruſcan eoins this character is repreſented thus 4. 
in the inſcription, but is ſupplied! by 


TE Y doth not appear 
the I and the Z. If the Amyclean inſcription is genuine, as 


feveral authors have with great ſtrength of argument endea- 


youred to prove [7], it ſhews that theſe letters were not known, 
or at leaſt had not found admittance into the Greek alphabet 
uſed in Laconia abour' a Oey and-a half before the Trojan 
war. 


Tux letters H, o, and x, are mond t on three different inſerip- 


tions written about eight hundred years before Chriſt, and pub- 


liſhed by the Abbé Fourmont. The ſame characters appear on 
the celebrated Sigean inſcription, which was written five hun- 
dred and ninety- four years before the Chriſtian æra. 


FROM what has been ſaid, I conclude that the original alpha- 


bet of the Pelaſgians or Etruſcans, confiſted of twelve radical 
letters, from whence thirteen more characters or letters were 


derived. 


17 Mem. de l' Acad. des Inſc. tom. xxxix. edit. in 12“. p. 129. Gebelin's 


| Monde Primitif, tom. iii. p.. Nouveau traité de Dipl. tom. i. p. 615 to 
626, and Univerſal Hiſt. vol. XVI. p. 46. note D, edit. 8yo. and n 


Moafieur D'Hancarvalle 1 learned work above quoted. 
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y or F of the Pelaſgi and others. | 
U vowel oy or T, and the O ſhort, 


00. long or M. a. 


1 1 T aſpirated © 
t K x joined Z 15 
K On aſpirated © 1 


Vo Gh ſoftened into Ch 
nandz anciently ſupplied the T7. 


Tr has been ſhewn that the Pelaſpi were of Phenician ori- 
ginal, and therefore it is eaſy to conceive, that their lan- 


guages were nearly allied to each other. The proximity of 
the earlieſt Greek to the oriental languages was well known 
to Iſaac Caſaubon, Erpenius, Gebelin, and others. Monſieur 4} 


Bourguet and father Gori ſhew, that the language of the 
Pelaſgi differed but little from the Greek: but although their 
opinions 5 


14 Mr. AsTLE on the radical Letters of the Pelaſgians, 


| Greeks improved the language of their Pelaſgian anceſtors to ſo 


| ledge in the arts and ſciences. Both Greeks and Romans ſent 


count of the learning and writings of the Etruſcans is given in 
the ancient part of the Univerſal Hiſtory, vol. X VI. from p. 5 7 


very conſpicuous in Rome before its citizens had any inter- 
the Etruſcans, of whoſe ſkill and 1 8 we have ſo 9 
vaſes, which have been executed above two thouſand years, are 
as perfect as if they had been the works of modern times. 


; guſtan age, as we learn from Aulus Gellius, and Strabo [5]. It 


opinions have been controverted, it muſt be allowed that the 


great a degree, that the elegant orations ſpoken by Iſocrates and 
Demoſthenes, were as different from the harſh dialects of the 
ancient Pelaſgi, as was the Engliſh of Addiſon and Pope, from 
that of Robert of Glouceſter, .Occleve, or Chaucer. It is there- 
fore eaſy to conceive, that the rude language of the ancient Pe- 
laſgi was very different from the later or Hellenical Greek. 

Tux deſcendents of the Pelaſgi who ſettled in Etruria, Um- 
bria, and in other parts of Italy, were celebrated for their know- 


their youth into Etruria for education. A very intereſting ac- 


to 62. The beſt writers agree, that the arts and ſciences were 
courſe with the Greeks, and in theſe they muſt have imitated 


proofs, . 
THEIR paintings are F and the lan on their 


Tur Pelaſgian or Etruſcan language was ſpoken in the Au- 


was alſo patronized by the Emperor Claudius, as appears by a 
ſpeech of that emperor recorded by Tacitus [i] in which he ſays, 
« Retulit ad ſenalum ſuper collegis Haruſpicum, ne vetuſtiſſima 
Italia di iſceiplina per de diam exſoleſceret, quam tamen primores 
« Etruriæ adbuc retinebant et in familias propagabant. ”” It ſeems 
extraordinary, that none of the M. 8. S. in the Pelaſgian or 


[5] Aulus Gellius Nod. Atticae, |, xi. c. 4 Strabo, I. vii. 
Le] Ann. XI. 15. | 
| Etruſcan 


f 


M. AST IE on the radi, cal Letters of the — e — = 

Etruſcan language ſhould have been tranſmitted to us; for it Oo 207 pu 

_ appears by a paſſage in Ammianus Marcellinus [a] that the 1 xp 
Etruſcan records wete preſerved in the college of Augurs till 
the middle of the fourth century after Chriſt; and that the Au- 
gurs aſſiſted the emperor Julian with the ſacred diſcipline of 
their myſteries, by bringing him their boobs which were writ- 
ten in the Etruſcan letters and linguage. This was ers | 


done when Julian reformed the Pagan worſhip. 
 ArTeR the reign of this prince we hear no more of the 


: 3 Etruſcan records or M. S. S. for Chriſtianity being re-eſtabliſhed” 
in the reign of his ſucceſſor, and this Pagan learning being of- 
fenſive to the Chriſtians, they have, and I fear with too much 

reaſon, been charged with having deſtroyed thoſe monuments 1 
of ancient learning. This was more the effect of zeal than of . 3 
T7 prudence ; for the Etruſcan records could not have contained any TED: CE, 
Tet thing that would have invalidated the truths of Chriſtianity. 
FF However, from this period, .the Pelaſgian or Etruſcan language 
was intirely diſuſed, . and in a ſhort time after was not under- 
| ſtood by the inhabitants of I. aly | 
Tux ancient Pelaſgian language has tho difuſed for near | 

thirteen centuries; but the ſtudy of it has of late become faſhion- a 

able among the literati, and it has been cultivated with great 

ſucceſs by M. Bouguet, the prelate Urbinas, father Gori, Maffei, 

John Chriſtopher Amadutius, John. Baptiſt Paſſer, and other 

illuſtrious men, as well m Italy, France, and Germany, as by our 

countryman the late Dr. Swinton, from whoſe labours it may 

be collected, that the Pelaſgian language and characters are 

preſerved in the monuments which have been called Etruſcan, 3 

and that every thing relative to the religious, civil, military, ang 1 

naval eſtabliſhments among the Romans, was derived from the | . 

Etruſcans, and the other deſcendents of the ancient Pelaſgi, Who 2 ; ah 
ſettled in different parts of Italy. | Hor © Fo 
| [] Lib. xx. c. 5. | . 5 . 1 
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